
 

Matthew 10:34 “Do not suppose that I have come to bring peace to the earth. I did not 

come to bring peace, but a sword.”  1 Corinthians 11:19 “For there must also be factions 

among you, so that those who are approved [by God] may become evident among you.” 

Matthew 24:10 “At that time many will turn away from the faith and will betray and hate 

each other.” 1 Cor 15:33 “Bad company corrupts good character.” 

Intro:  Idols and greed 

1. Christ’s heart for unity, but not at all costs.  If you have to tolerate sin, live in 

compromise, be controlled by others, or be abused to have unity with 

someone…..something is seriously wrong.  We must set boundaries.  John 17 

2. There are people that satan uses to bring division, and once satan has used 

someone a curse rests on them until they get things right.  Gen 3:14 

3. Unequally yoked: covenant relationships, friends, ministries, marriage 2 Cor 

6:14 

4. Satan seeks to get in the camp to bring division, death, and destruction  

5. Witchcraft control: intimidation or manipulation (making victims look like the bad 

guy, and the bad guy look like a victim).  Gal 5:19, Rev 21:8 

a. Sowing confusion and discord 

b. Seeking to cause division through rebellion and undermining 

c. Seeking Division through gossip, slander, and Loshan Hara 

d. Discouragement like Sanballat and Tobiah (Neh 4) 

e. Promote fear and hinder faith like the ten wicked spies 

f. The Sons of Belial (accusers, worthless, and lawless) named 27 times in 

scripture 

g. The spirit of murder and Cain‟s curse in Gen 4:12 “When you work the 

ground, it will no longer yield its crops for you. You will be a restless (without 

peace) wanderer on the earth (no home).”  People act in a spirit of murder. 

h. Turn to Revelation 2 



To the Church in Thyatira 

    18 “To the angel of the church in Thyatira write:  

   These are the words of the Son of God (great authority), whose eyes are like blazing 
fire (vision and revival fire) and whose feet are like burnished bronze (judgment). 19 I 
know your deeds, your love and faith, your service and perseverance, and that you are 
now doing more than you did at first.  

   20 Nevertheless, I have this against you: You tolerate that woman Jezebel, who calls 
herself a prophet. By her teaching she misleads my servants into sexual immorality and 
the eating of food sacrificed to idols. 21 I have given her time to repent of her 
immorality, but she is unwilling. 22 So I will cast her on a bed of suffering, and I will 

make those who commit adultery with her suffer intensely, unless they repent of her 
ways (cast on a bed of sickness). 23 I will strike her children dead (spirit of death 
released against her). Then all the churches will know that I am he who searches hearts 
and minds, and I will repay each of you according to your deeds.  

   24 Now I say to the rest of you in Thyatira, to you who do not hold to her teaching and 
have not learned Satan‟s so-called deep secrets, „I will not impose any other burden on 
you, 25 except to hold on to what you have until I come.‟  

   26 To the one who is victorious and does my will to the end, I will give authority over 
the nations— 27 that one „will rule them with an iron scepter and will dash them to pieces 
like pottery‟ (widespread authority over principalities and powers) just as I have received 
authority from my Father. 28 I will also give that one the morning star (great favor). 29 
Whoever has ears, let them hear what the Spirit says to the churches.  

 

Don’t associate with some people: 

1 Corinthians 5:1 “It is actually reported that there is sexual immorality among you, and 

of a kind that even pagans do not tolerate: A man is sleeping with his father‟s wife. 2 

And you are proud! Shouldn‟t you rather have gone into mourning and have put out of 

your fellowship the man who has been doing this? 3 For my part, even though I am not 

physically present, I am with you in spirit. As one who is present with you in this way, I 

have already passed judgment in the name of our Lord Jesus on the one who has been 

doing this. 4 So when you are assembled and I am with you in spirit, and the power of 

our Lord Jesus is present, 5 hand this man over to Satan for the destruction of the flesh, 

so that his spirit may be saved on the day of the Lord. 6 Your boasting is not good. Don‟t 

you know that a little yeast leavens the whole batch of dough? 7 Get rid of the old yeast, 

so that you may be a new unleavened batch—as you really are. For Christ, our 

Passover lamb, has been sacrificed. 8 Therefore let us keep the Festival, not with the 



old bread leavened with malice and wickedness, but with the unleavened bread of 

sincerity and truth.  

 9 I wrote to you in my letter not to associate with sexually immoral people— 10 not 
at all meaning the people of this world who are immoral, or the greedy and 
swindlers, or idolaters. In that case you would have to leave this world. 11 But now 
I am writing to you that you must not associate with anyone who claims to be a 
brother or sister but is sexually immoral or greedy, an idolater or slanderer, a 
drunkard or swindler. Do not even eat with such people.  12 What business is it of 

mine to judge those outside the church? Are you not to judge those inside? 13 God will 
judge those outside. “Expel the wicked person from among you.” 

1 Corinthians 11:19 “For there must also be factions among you, so that those 
who are approved may become evident among you.” 

1. How to Biblically respond?  Rom 16:17 “Now I urge you, brethren, mark them 

which cause divisions and offences contrary to the doctrine which ye have 
learned; and avoid them.”   Titus 3:10 “Warn a divisive person once, and then 

warn him a second time. After that, have nothing to do with him.” 

Don‟t eat a meal, mark a divisive person and avoid them, excommunication in the 
church, and purging the yeast out.  Matthew 18 

2. How does God feel about these people? 

Proverbs 6:16 “There are six things the LORD hates, seven that are detestable to him: 
 17 haughty eyes, a lying tongue,  hands that shed innocent blood, 18 a heart that 
devises wicked schemes,  feet that are quick to rush into evil, 19 a false witness who 
pours out lies and a person who sows discord among the brethren.” 

3. Turning things around 

Forgive people by faith (Lk 6:37), bless those that curse you, pray for enemies (Lk 
6:28), let God fight your battles (Pr 21:31), be willing to reconcile (2 Cor 5:18), and keep 
Godly boundaries with people (Rom 12:18 “If possible, so far as it depends on you, be 
at peace with all men). 

Being at peace with all men does not mean having the same level of relationship 
with all men. 
 
When relationships are not filtered through Scripture—we remove ourselves from 
God’s designed 

BIBLICAL BOUNDARIES FOR PERSONAL RELATIONSHIPS:  1 Cor 15:33 
•God establishes boundaries with marriage: Ephesians 5:31  •God established a 
boundary between believers and unbelievers: 2 Corinthians 6:14  •God established 



boundaries between believers when sin dominates someone‟s life. 2 Thessalonians 
3:6-15; 1 Corinthians 5:6-13   •God established boundaries for relating to godlessness 
in the last days: 2 Timothy 3:1-5   •God gave boundaries for dealing with fools: 
Proverbs 13:20   •There are boundaries for relating to those who slander/gossip: 

Proverbs 16:28; Proverbs 20:19, Titus 3:10   •There are boundaries to protect us from 
people given to anger/hot-tempered: Proverbs 22:24-25   •There are boundaries for 
people who guarantee debts (security for another man‟s debts): Proverbs 22:26   •God 
set boundaries on association with the wicked: Psalm 1 

Dealing with idols and iniquity 


